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Merry Christmas
From Captain Tony McVeigh
& Lady Captain Kate Cassidy Y
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OOPS

Christmas time is almost here
Lots of fun and festive cheer
Our golf club needs a party look - B e . e o ! i}
So from the store decorations we took Ah T TEIT T A £ A g
To hang around the empty place -+ L TR ' ;
And give the club its Christmas face. -',: R
One armed Tony and V C John e
Are the only workers we can reJy upon
Don' you climb the ladder young Tony wastold -
You've fallen before in'days of old-
I'm able said John with the hint of a smile
And upwards he climbed in true steeplejack style
Just reach me the holly he said with a quip - Ll %
And as he reached down, the ladder did slip I gt (‘
And he's left hanging there by his one finger nail ; ;
He's starting to sweat and his face turning pale
Don't panic says Tony the ladder is here
Just climb down dead slowly and lets have a beer.
The moral of the story is quite clear to all
Keep all men off ladders it's certain they'll fall
So next year at Xmas it's ladies you'll see f
Decorating the bar and erecting the tree. A (‘
A word of advice to John and TC AR e
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Stick to the golf and the odd cup of tea.
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LOCAL Golf Clubs can expect their
courses to be kept in even more pris-
tine condition after two local green-
keepers received awards at CA-
FRE's second awards ceremony for
Amenity Horticulture students at
Greenmount campus.

The event was attended by past stu-
dents, guests and employers from
across Ireland. These day-release
courses include NVQ level 2 and
level 3 awards in Landscaping, as
well as the NVQ level 2 in Greenkeep-
ing and the Advanced National Certifi-
cate in Sports-turf. To complete
such courses students have to
demonstrate competence in a wide

range of practical, techni-cal, su-
pervisory and business skills.

At the ceremony two local green-
keepers, Graham Swann and Rod-
ney Stewart received their awards
for successful com-pletion of the
NVQ Level 2 greenkeeping course.

While | appreciate that the
death of Victor Bruce towards the
end of October will have meant
little to the majority of our mem-
bers, as they will not have known
the Old Dunmurry, | feel that his
demise and through it his contribu-
tion to the history of our Club
should not go unobserved.

Details regarding his association
with the Club are not very well re-
corded, as far as | know, but we
know that he came to Dunmurry
as a caddy, probably in the 1930s.
soon after he began work as a as-
sistant to the green-keeper, a
team of two, with very limited ma-
chinery at their disposal. | still
have visions of Victor cutting the
rough with a scythe. After a busy

Graham was awarded the Ever-
green Lawns trophy for top overall
student.

Rodney, who works at
Aberdelghy Golf Club was de-
lighted to receive his NVQ
Level 2 certificate in
Greenkeeping: Rodney said:
"The NVQ was a tough course
but I learned a lot and | would
recommend it to any green-
keeper."

Graham from Dunmurry Golf
Club won the 2009 Evergreen
Lawns trophy awarded to the
top overall student in the NVQ
Level 2 Greenkeeping pro-
gramme. Geoff Connell of Ever-
green Lawns Ltd, who
pre-sented Graham with his tro-
phy, said: "As a company we
strive to produce top quality prod-
uct and, we are very pleased to be
associ-ated with Graeme's suc-
cess on the NVQ programme at
CAFRE". CAFRE have provided
high quality training over the
years for many of the golf n
courses across Ireland and are

SHUINge o agl’icu-h(”.

Branch of the Golfing Union of Ireland
(GUI).

For further information on hor-ticul-
ture and other courses contact CA-
FRE on 944 6700 or visit the college
website www.cafre.ac.uk.

Graham Swann, Dunmurry Golf
Club (right) won the 2009 Evergreen
Lawns trophy awarded to the top
over-all student in the NVQ Level 2
Greenkeeping programme, at the re-
cent CAFRE Sports turf and Land-
scaping awards ceremony.

Presenting the
trophy is Geoff
Connell (centre)
of Evergreen
Lawns Ltd.
Looking on is
Graham'’s part-
ner Deborah
Bailie

ALY BT
al engd

® farpy
arriery = veterinargl

keen to expand this further, hav- ¥4

ing recently opened the new
Greenkeeping and Golf
Academy at Greenmount cam-
pus working in close

p artnership with the Ulster

day’s work on the course, he
found time and energy to play his
golf. In 1957 he was appointed
Greenkeeper and Professional
and was allowed 6 days leave per
year to compete in tournaments
on the local circuit. The course
was a very popular venue for visit-
ing societies, not because of its
natural beauty, nor its challenging
nature, but for its condition, espe-
cially the greens. With limited
funds for materials, he nurtured
that old course, oversaw the de-
velopments which changed it from
a 9 hole to a 14 hole to a 18 hole
course, and it was for him a very
sad day in 1983 when heavy plant
machinery destroyed in a matter
of hours what he had taken a life

time to create. He retired from his
position as Greenkeeper and Pro
in 1984, in our first year in our new
home, and in recognition of his
work for D.G.C. he was rightly
honoured with Life Membership.
When it was time to write a history
of the Club for our Centenary, and
as there were few documents in
existence which would be of help
to me, it was Victor to whom |
turned and he was both willing and
able to provide countless stories of
people and events which made up
Dunmurry Golf Club. We older
members certainly have fond
memories of Victor Bruce.
DC

Don Collins
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Golf gear was discarded for glad
rags on Saturday 21° November at
the Ladies’ Annual Dinner. The eve-
ning started with Lady Vice Captain,
Hilary Brady congratulating Lady
Captain Kate Cassidy on a wonder-
ful year. Hilary spoke of Kate’s in-
tegrity, warmness and efficiency;
she even had the ability to organise
wall-to-wall sunshine for her Cap-
tain’s Day!

After the meal events took a differ-
ent turn with the appearance of the
“Ballymena Belles”. The Banker
from Buckna, Our Aggy from
Ahoghill, Big Lily from Portglenone
and Chantelle from Cullyback-
eyentertained us with soliloquies of
life in the Lower Bann. Congratula-
tions to the actors Hilary, Helen,
Sandra and Liz, the author and cos-
tume director; you had us all in
stitches.

This was a most enjoyable evening
that celebrated friendship and fel-
lowship; the Craic was mighty!

Lady Captain Kate Cassidy with
Honorary Treasurer Fionnuala
McGrady and Honorary Secretary
Anne Walby at the Ladies Annual Din-
ner

What do you call an intelligent, good
looking, sensitive man? A rumour

Ladies Open Stapleford
Competition on 25 ™ November
Twenty eight intrepid ladies
entered the Ladies Open Staple-
ford Competition on 25" Novem-
ber. Conditions were challenging

with high winds and sheets of
rain early in the day. Conditions
improved as the day progressed
and the ladies all enjoyed their
day. There were some high
scores.1® Pearl Gick, Downpa-
trick 42 points; 2" Helen
McCarthy Dunmurry 39 points;
3" Julia Trinder Dunmurry 37
points. There were 3 “twos” Bar-
bara Black, Helen Calderwood
and Julia Trinder. Congratula-
tions to all who played in the
Competition.

BRIDGE FOR ALL

Thursday bridge resumed in Sep-
tember and has continued on a fort-
nightly basis. There has been ex-
cellent support with all enjoying their
game in a friendly but competitive
atmosphere. Points are awarded to
the winning pairs each week. Once
they accumulate to 100 the prize is
a ‘Crispy Fiver.” Vivenne and David
McMeekin and Norma Irwin have
won ‘Fivers’ so far! The club is
open to everyone and it is not nec-
essary to come with a partner, so if
you are a bridge player our next
date is 21% January. Why not join
us?

Bridge Classes for absolute begin-
ners started this autumn. There are
now 20 novice players enjoying this
new experience each Tuesday!!
Each session starts with a short les-
son and then there is a practice ses-
sion with a lot of questions and dis-
cussion. At last the ‘penny is drop-
ping’ and the beginners are gradu-
ally starting to master this challeng-
ing game. Classes will continue in
January, next lesson on Tuesday
26"

‘It's just too hot to wear
clothes today,' Ken says as he
stepped out of the shower. "what
do you think the neighbours
would think if I mowed the lawn
like this?" 'Probably that |
married you for your money,’
Norma replied.

The Banker from Buckna, Our Aggy
from Ahoghill, Big Lily from Port-
glenone and Chantelle from Cully-
backey entertain the Ladies at their
Annual Dinner

One day my housework-challenged
husband decided to wash his
sweat—shirt. Seconds after he
stepped into the laundry room, he
shouted to me, What setting do | use
on the washing machine?'

'it depends,’ | replied. 'What does it
say on your shirt?"

He yelled back, ' Liverpool ..

And they say blondes are dumb...

Why do little boys whine?
They are practicing to be men.

Dear Editor,

| feel I must bring to your atten-
tion an incident, which occurred
in the Club on Monday 23" Nov.
| was having a quiet coffee with
some other ladies after our Win-
ter League 9 holes. Some men
members were putting up the
Christmas decorations. One of
these men climbed up a ladder
and then dangled from the
wooden rail by his fingertips!!
Did he think he was a fairy
(Christmas fairy, of course!)?

Or was he doing some ‘chin ups’
hoping to lose a few pounds prior
to Xmas indulgence? Fortu-
nately the Club Manager coaxed
him safely back down to ground
level.

The worrying thing is that this
‘Dangler’ was the men'’s vice-
captain. If, as V.C., he shows off
like this to try to impress a few
ladies on a Monday morning
what is he going to be like when
he becomes Captain? Dunmurry
beware!!

Yours truly,

Concerned Lady Member
(Name and address supplied)




In golf, do not try the impossible.
Often, high handicappers will try
shots that only touring profession-
als could pull off The results are
high scores and more trouble. If, for
example, you have a steep downhill
lie with a shot over water, play it
smart and lay up so you can get on
the green with your next shot. If you
have to pitch over a bunker to a pin
cut close to you, settle on getting
the ball somewhere on the green
rather than trying a one-in-a-million
shot. Think clearly and know what
you can do, and you will save a lot
of shots.

TS SAFER!

Get the feel of loading your right
side when putting with this aid,
Place a head cover under the out-
side part of your back foot as you
set up in practice. Swing back as
you shift your weight onto your
back foot. You should feel the
weight brace on the inside of your
back foot and feel your muscles
tense on the inside of your right leg.
This is the proper feeling of loading
your weight onto the right side
properly and in a way that pre-vents
you from swaying off of the ball

What do you call a boomerang
that doesn't work? A stick.

Avoid the snowball effect.
If you miss a few short putts at the
beginning of your round, do not
give in and feel that poor putting is
going to be your fate for the day.
Lighten your grip on the putter and
feel a smooth back and forth mo-
tion in your practice stroke. Do not
worry about whether the ball goes
in or misses. Simply make your
best stroke and watch how you will
break the pattern for the day.

Stop the wildness.

If you have become wild off the
tee, chances are your backswing
has become too long. A long back-
swing makes it hard to return the
club to a square position at impact.
In practice, try to hit drives by
making a full turn with your shoul-
ders but only swing-ing the club
back to a three-quarter position.
You will notice that you will
make better contact with the
ball and your distance will not suf-
fer because a ball struck solidly will
travel a good distance. Give this a
try to hit more fairways.

Here is a drill to cure the hooks.

If your game is suffering from
hooks off the tee, try this drill: In
practice, swing back to the top of
your swing and stop. Shift your
weight onto your front foot and lift
your back foot off of the ground.
Make a good swing from this posi-
tion. You will be forced to have
your weight on your left side, and
this will help you learn that this is
the feeling you need with your
regular swing to get rid of the
hooks. Try the drill for about ten
minutes and then return to your
normal swing and see the results

Quacker’'s Corner

THE BATHTUB TEST

During a visit to the mental asylum
to see if they had anything in com-
mon with ‘Our Club’, Andy asked
the Director, 'How do you determine
whether or not a patient should be
institutionalized?'

'Well," said the Director, 'we fill up a
bathtub, then we offer a teaspoon,
a teacup and a bucket to the patient
and ask him or her to empty the
bathtub.'

'Oh, | understand,’ said Andy, 'A
normal person would use the
bucket because it's bigger than the
spoon or the teacup.'

'‘No,' said the Director, 'a normal
person would pull the plug. Would
Andy like a bed near the window?'

A Little boy while sitting on his potty,
asks his dad. "Dad where does poo
come from"? Dad explains how
when you eat food it passes down
the oesophagus to stomach where
digestive enzymes induce a probi-
otic reaction in the alimentary canal
to extract protein before waste prod-
ucts descend through the colon and
rectum to emerge as "poo ". Waaa-
000" exclaims the little boy. "where
does Tigger come from then"?

What do you call a hand-cuffed
man? Trustworthy.




